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The Civil Rights Movement 
1. Define the following words  

a) civil disobedience b) boycott c) integration d) de facto segregation   

e)    de jure segregation f) civil rights g) discrimination 

2. What was the Supreme Court’s ruling in the Plessy v. Ferguson case? 

3. In what ways did World War II create momentum to get the Civil Rights Movement going? 

4. What impact did the murder of Emmett Till have? 

5. What did the Supreme Court decide in the Brown vs. Board of Education case?  What was the 

Court’s reasoning? 

6. Who signed the Southern Manifesto and what did it say about the Brown v. Board of Education 

decision?  Specifically, how did it use an argument about federalism? 

7. What were three ways that southern states resisted carrying out the Brown decision? 

8. Describe the following events that happened at Central High School in Little Rock at the beginning 

of the school year :  Faubus calls in National Guard; Faubus meets with Eisenhower; White mobs 

gather 

9. How did President Eisenhower ultimately react to the situation in Little Rock?  Why? 

10. What were some experiences that Minnie Jean Brown of the Little Rock Nine went through in 1957? 

11. What sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott, which leader emerged, and what method did he 

encourage his followers to use? 

12. What exactly was the Montgomery Bus Boycott, how long did it last, and what did it accomplish? 

13. How did the lunch counter sit-ins start?   What resistance did the protesters face? 

14. What important role did John Lewis play in the Movement?  In which important events of the 

movement did he play a part? 

15. What roles did James Lawson and Diane Nash play in the Nashville Sit-ins?  

16. What were the Freedom Rides? 

17. Who was Bull Connor and what controversial actions did he take to stop the protesters in 

Birmingham? 

18. What role did Fred Shuttlesworth play in the fight for civil rights in Birmingham? 

19. What controversial and effective strategy did civil rights activists including Martin Luther King, Jr. 

decide to use during the Birmingham campaign?  Why did they do this? 

20. In response to the campaign in Birmingham, what kind of bill did John F. Kennedy introduce in 

Congress?  When it finally passed, what specifically did the bill do? 

21. What was the purpose of the March on Washington? 

22. What were two reasons why Selma was a good place to carry out a voting rights campaign? 

23. Who was Jimmy Lee Jackson, what happened to him, and what effect did this have? 

24. What exactly happened on Bloody Sunday and what was the impact? 

25.  What specifically did the Voting Rights Act do? 

26. What main ideas did Malcolm X preach as a member of the Nation of Islam, and how and why did 

his views shift during the last year of his life? 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Vietnam War 

 

1. What country colonized Indochina/Vietnam during the period 1870-1940?  What country took over 

during World War II? 
2. What happened in Vietnam after World War II ended and what ultimately happened at Dien Bien 

Phu? 

3. What was done to the map of Indochina at the end of the First Vietnam War? How did that lead to 

the Second Vietnam War (that involved the U.S.)? 

4. What did the war in Vietnam have to do with the domino theory? 

5. What incident happened at the Gulf of Tonkin and what did the Tonkin Gulf Resolution passed by 

Congress do? 

6. What conditions did Americans have to fight under and what advantages did the Vietcong/North 

Vietnamese have? 

7. What was General Westmoreland’s main strategy to win the war, and why did his strategy fail so 

badly? 

8. When historians say Vietnam was the first “living room war,” what do they mean and how did that 

affect the war? 

9. What role did the Ho Chi Minh Trail play in the war? 

10. In what way was the war a guerilla war, and what role did tunnels and booby traps play in the war? 

11. What was Operation Rolling Thunder and why didn’t it work? 

12. What are napalm and Agent Orange and why was their use so controversial? 

13. Why was it so difficult for American GIs to tell who was friend and who was foe? 

14. What happened at My Lai in 1967 and why did it happen? 

15. Why was the Vietnam War known as a “poor person’s war?” 

16. What happened during the Tet Offensive and why was it a turning point of the war? 

17. What does the “credibility gap” refer to? 

18. Why weren’t  the Americans able to gain the support of the Vietnamese civilians, to “win the 

hearts and minds” of the Vietnamese people? 

19. Why exactly did Nixon order the invasion of Cambodia and what effect did it have? 

20. Why did students at Kent State protest and what happened there? 

21. What exactly did the Pentagon papers show and what effect did they have? 

22. How many Americans were killed in Vietnam?  Americans wounded?  How many Vietnamese 

were killed? 

23. What are three reasons why the U.S. lost the Vietnam War? 

24. What exactly was the “New Left?” 

25. Who and what was SDS and according to their Port Huron mission statement, what kind of society 

were they seeking to create? 

26. What was the Berkeley Free Speech Movement about and what was the most famous event of that 

movement? 

27. What were the major political, economic, and social costs of the Vietnam War? 

 


